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1) Outline the  picture of Victorian Society as in Conrad’s and Stevenson’s eyes.
Victorian society looks mainly like a repressive one, unable to live

 instincts either moderately or happily, in spite of its efforts to control

 the bad ones and to achieve and perform balance, because the 

appearance of respectability it showed off just hide an utmost

 weakness of spirit. Actually, as soon as freed from the strictest laws

of rationality (Stevenson) or civilization (Conrad)  the Victorian 

prototype  resembles more a savage or a beast rather than a member

of that refined mankind that boasted its own virtues. In fact, the 

Victorians look also obsessed by the search for a virtuous living that

could grant both a salvation and social approval, but by repressing

natural pulses they just ended up by enhancing their uncontrollable 

power.

2) Outline the  picture of Victorian Society  as blamed in Wilde’s and Shaw’s plays 

Wilde and Shaw’s contemporaries were described as frivolous,

 ignorant, rhetorical, narrow-minded, corrupt and cruel.

While putting warm feelings aside, they just cared profit and the

 Useful, or vanity. Unable to fancy as much as to face reality (Preface

 to D.G.), they built up a society that privileged appearance 

Aristocracy, lazy and superficial, mocked at Middle Class’s (aimed) 

respectability(The importance of B.E.) and cynically awarded social

 success independently of the moral price it cost, until unconfessed

(D.G. ;  Wilde’s other plays); Middle Class emarginated sinners and
honoured heroes, but without wondering whether anything could

 have be done to prevent the former from finding life too hard to keep

 on being honest (Mrs. W.’s Profession.) or whether the latter’s 

actions did respect the true moral laws of reality(Arms and the Man).

