Liceo SC. “Copernico”  - Prato – Anno Scolastico 1999/2000

English Literature Test

NOME..........................COGNOME.................................

CLASSE............... 
DATA ....................VOTO................

UNREAL CITY

Lnes 207-256 from “The Waste Land”  by T.S.Eliot

A)   text analysis
1. The  passage  sets the situation in the present: 

· The City infact is .....................................................  

· and the time of the day ............................................

2. The city is defined  as unreal, which implies more than one image. It is unreal because 

· il is an imaginary city

· it is wrapped in brown iog

· it seems to  live in another dimension

· it is seen as a city of the dead

· it is  simply outside reality

3. there is no time in the City for anything but commercial transactions. Which words underline this image?

...............................................................................................(1.3)

...............................................................................................(1.5)

...............................................................................................(1.5)

4. although the generaI impression is that The Woste Lond is set out of time, it in fact covers a 12-hour period

(just as Joyce's Uysses covers 24 hours), starting at dawn and ending in the evening. How do you realize, in the passage quoted, that time is passing?

................................................................................................(1.2)

................................................................................................(l.9)

...............................................................................................(1.14)
5. Tiresias  not only symbolizes atemporal time, but he also represents all humanity. In what way?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

6. What Tiresias 'sees" is also one of the most terrible insights into Western civilization, summed  up in the picture of a love scene where love is totaly absent. Io emphasize the sterility and routine quality of sexual intercourse, Eliot removes any romantic note both from the setting and from the characters.

Quote the words that refer to:

a)the jobs of the lovers:
she is a........................................
(1.16)

he is a .................................. (l.26)                                         
b)the setting (l.20) ..................................................................................                                                                       

c)trivial objects:.......................................................................................

d)the womon's commonplace actions: 


...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

e)the man's physical and moral qualities: (ll 25-28)

...............................................................................................................

f))the time of the sexual act:(l.30) ............................................................                                                    

g)the woman's attitude: (l.30)..................................................................

...............................................................................................................                                                          

h)the man's attitude:

· (l.33)...................................................................................................

· (l.35)...................................................................................................

· (l.36)...................................................................................................                                    

i)the woman's response: 

·  (1.32)

· (1.36)..................................................................................................

j)the man's actions afterwords

· ............................................................................................................

· (ll.41-42)........................................................................................,                                                 

k)the woman's actions afterwords:

· .............................................................................................(l.48)

· .........................................................................................................

l)the woman's half-formed thought ofter the sexual act

· ..................................................................................................(l.46)                    

7. there are two similes in the passage (find and quote them)

· like......................................................................................(1.11)

· as
........................................................................................(1.28)

8. metaphors: find the one that stands for the "body" 

· .................................................................................................(l.10)

9. in this passage Eliot also employs the technique of juxtaposition linking the "poetic" and the "trivial". Can you find some examples?

· .......................................................................................................

· .......................................................................................................

2) WRITING

Outline the points in common that can be found between The Waste 
Land on one side  (including the passage What the Thunder said )   and  the poem Journey of the Magi  on the other

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

 (100 words)

